EXPLANATION of REVELATION chapter 11
THE FINAL APPEAL OF CHRIST
TO REPENT
PART 1. THE MEASURING OF THE TEMPLE (11:1-2)
PART 2. THE TWO WITNESSES (11:3-6)
PART 3. THE BEAST MAKES WAR AGAINST THE WITNESSES (11:7-10)
PART 4. THE RESURRECTION (11:11-14)
PART 5. THE BLOWING OF THE SEVENTH TRUMPET (11:15-19)

The book of Revelation is not a historic, but an apocalyptic book.
Therefore the symbolic or figurative interpretation must be followed (11:8).
PART 1. THE MEASURING OF THE TEMPLE (11:1-2)
a. Explanation of the symbols
11:1 “I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, ‘Go and measure” 1 . John must take a specific
action. He must perform a symbolic action as a sign what God was going to do (cf. Isaiah 20:1-6; Ezekiel
4:1-8). He was given a reed like a measuring rod and told to measure the temple of God and the altar. He had
to measure the inner sanctuary, that is, the Most Holy Place and the Holy Place. The Most Holy Place had a
cubic form of 10 x 10 x 10 metres and contained the ark with two cherubs of each about 5 meters high. The
Holy Place contained the incense altar before the curtain separating the two parts, the table and the
lampstand.
Jesus Christ, who speaks in Revelation 11:3, probably gave this command to the apostle John. This is the
only instance in the book of Revelation where the apostle John is commanded to perform a symbolic action
as a sign of what God is doing through the work of his servants.
“the temple of God” 2 In the vision, John sees the temple of God, but in this passage there is no mention of
any particular stone building or of any particular period in the history of Israel.
The temple of Salomon was built between 967-960 B.C. by king Solomon (1 Kings 6:37-38) and destroyed
in 586 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar.
The temple of Zerubbabel was ordered to be built in 539 B.C. by Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-2), was commenced in 520
B.C. by Zerubbabel and Joshua (Ezra 5:1-2) and completed in 516 B.C. (Ezra 6:15). The Jews expected that
in the Messianic Age a beautiful temple would stand in Jerusalem. Thus, after the Babylonian exile, they
built the temple of Zerubbabel.
Later king Herod took 46 years to add more buildings to it and beautify it (John 2:20) and completed it in
A.D. 60. However, 10 years later (in 70 A.D.) it was destroyed by the Romans under Titus when they sacked
Jerusalem and its temple. The Jews should have understood the words of Jesus, that not the rebuilding of the
temple, but the destruction of the temple would usher in the new age (Matthew 24:1-3; cf. John 2:19-22;
Hebrews 9:8-10)!
The temple of Ezekiel. Ezekiel was a member of a priestly family and was one of the exiles taken from Judah
to Babylon during Nebuchadnezzar’s second invasion in Judah in 597 B.C. He was a prophet to the exiles in
Babylon from 593 to 571 B.C. In a vision a person can see things which no longer exist, as was also the case
with Ezekiel’s vision in Babylon of the temple of Jerusalem (the literal first temple, built by Solomon),
which was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. His description of the measurement of this temple was
a symbol of the future new community of God (compare Ezekiel 43:4 with Ephesians 2:22 and Ezekiel 47:1
1
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with Revelation 22:1). The inner renewed life of God’s people (Ezekiel 36:25-27) should be expressed in
their outer life: in a new temple, a new land and a new people (Ezekiel chapter 40 to 48).
The Church as the temple of God. Likewise since Christ’s first coming and crucifixion the literal temple in
Jerusalem or the temple of the Jews had completely lost all meaning. The curtain was torn from top to
bottom (Matthew 27:51). And in 70 A.D. it was destroyed (Matthew 24:1-2). The New Testament message
was that God does not live in houses built by men (Acts 7:46-50; 17:24-25; cf. 2 Chronicles 6:18)! Christ’s
first coming ended forever the significance of a literal temple building (Hebrews 9:8-10) with its ceremonial
laws (Matthew 5:17; Ephesians 2:14-15; Colossians 2:14,17) and inaugurated God’s spiritual temple (cf.
John 2:19-21; 4:23-24; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:22).
Christians from both Jews and Gentiles together form God’s holy temple, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets (Acts 15:32), and in which God himself lives by his Holy Spirit (3:12; 7:15; 1
Corinthians 3:16; 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 6:16-17; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5).
The temple in Revelation 11. Revelation 11:1 does not speak of the temple of Jerusalem or the temple of the
Jews, but of the temple of God! The vision does not speak of a literal temple building with literal Jewish
worshippers, but symbolically of worshippers that reverently bow their heads in prayer while incense
(prayers) is being offered on the altar of incense (8:3). It describes the New Testament Christian community
in terms of its Old Testament symbols. Like in the whole New Testament the temple in this vision
symbolises the genuine Christian Church with all true Christians occupied with spiritual service for God (2
Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:21-22; 1 Peter 2:5-6).
The vision cannot refer to any literal historic temple building, because never during the whole world history
the whole city of Jerusalem and the temple courts have been in the power of the Gentiles, while only the
inner temple (the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place) remained in the power of God’s people!
Moreover, the context (11:8) speaks of the figurative meaning of the city of Jerusalem. Thus, the vision in
Revelation 11:1-14 does not concern a literal historic temple, a literal historic Jerusalem or two literal
historic witnesses. The whole vision in this apocalyptic book has figurative meaning, just as the whole book
of Revelation is made known in signs, symbols or figures (1:1)!
“Go and measure the temple of God and the altar, and (count) the worshippers there.” 3 See ‘measuring’ in
the background above. To measure 4 can signify three things:
- Measuring signifies total destruction (2 Kings 21:13; Isaiah 34:11)
- Measuring signifies durable rebuilding or reformation in the sense that the inner new life must find
expression in the outward forms (Ezekiel 40:2-5; 43:13, etc.) and that the genuine holy must be separated or
set apart from the common (Ezekiel 42:20).
- Measuring signifies limitation, delimitation, staking out, setting apart, in order that thus separated it may be
perfectly safe, protected from all harms (11:1). The true people of God, who worship him in spirit and truth,
are set apart as holy for God and are protected over against the unholy world.
The measured temple of God and the counted (literally: measured) people worshipping there signify that the
true people of God are set apart (delimited, staked out, pointed out) as belonging to God and are watched
over (protected) by God. Although the opposing powers will attack them and even kill them, they can never
touch or destroy their souls. Their salvation is secure for all eternity (John 6:37-40; 10:27-30)! While the
judgements of God are being inflicted on the godless, wicked and persecuting world, the true Christians are
protected, not from suffering severely, but from perishing together with the wicked world (Matthew 10:1631). There is no doom for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). 5 This is a great consolation for the
persecuted Christians.
In Revelation 7:3-4, all true Christians are sealed and numbered as a sign that they belong to God and are
protected by God from eternal damnation. Likewise, in Revelation 11:1, the true Christian Church with its
faithful members is measured as a sign that it is set apart for God and protected by God from perishing
together with the wicked world. In both Revelation chapter 7 and chapter 11 the New Testament Militant
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Church is described under the symbolism of the Old Testament tribes of Israel (Galatians 6:16) and the Old
Testament temple of Israel (2 Corinthians 6:16).
11:2 “But exclude the outer court; do not measure it” 6 John was told not to measure the outer court of the
temple, because it has been given to the Gentiles. The outer court of the temple of Herod was used to
exchange money, to buy and sell animals for the sacrifices and to do things that desecrated the temple (John
2:14-17). It was not a place where the true worshippers worshipped God in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24).
While a part of a building (the outer court) cannot be ‘cast out’, the term must refer to people rather than to a
building. ‘To exclude’ probably does not mean, to leave out of consideration, but rather to cast the people in
the outer court out of the community of God’s people, to excommunicate 7 as in John 9:34 8 . Literally, the
outer court belonged to the temple building. But figuratively in this context the outer court does NOT belong
to the temple of God!
The picture of the outer court symbolises people, who outwardly seem to belong to the community of God’s
people (the Church), but in reality are rejected (cast out, excommunicated). They are those who are not really
true priests of God, not really lovers, worshippers and servants of God. They are not really believers in Jesus
Christ. They symbolise the unfaithful members of the Church, the nominal Christians and the nominal
Church. They are excluded from measuring: excluded from being set apart by God for God and excluded
from God’s protection. They are excommunicated, that is, rejected by God.
“because it has been given to the Gentiles.” 9 The One who has given the outer court to the Gentiles is God.
In the Old Testament revelation the Gentiles symbolised the non-Jewish nations that persecuted Israel. But in
the New Testament revelation the Gentiles symbolise the godless and wicked world that includes all
unbelievers from non-Jewish and Jewish background, that is, all non-Christians! In Romans 1:24,26,28 God
has given the Gentiles over to gross sexual immorality, because of their unbelief, godlessness and
wickedness. The Gentiles sowed godlessness and wickedness (Romans 1:18) and so they reaped godlessness
and wickedness (Galatians 6:7-8).
In Revelation 11:2 God has given the nominal Christians over to be trampled by the Gentiles, because they
are not really born again. The nominal Christians from non-Jewish and Jewish background sowed unbelief
(cf. 2:5; 3:1; 2 Corinthians 13:5) and so they reaped being trampled by the godless and wicked world (11:2).
“They (the Gentiles) will trample on the holy city” 10 The word ‘trample’ is used of the undisciplined
swarming of a victorious army through a conquered city. Its heedlessness, which acknowledges no limits,
causes the word to take on the concepts ‘mistreat, abuse and plunder’. The former holy city and outer court
of the temple and all the people in them are rejected and handed over to the Gentiles to treat with contempt
and disdain. The godless and wicked world (the Gentiles) will rule over them and destroy them.
The literal trampling of literal Jerusalem.
The Old Testament prophets already spoke of the trampling of the literal temple: In 586 B.C. the temple was
trampled by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (Isaiah 63:18). In 167 B.C. the temple was trampled by Antiochus
IV Epiphanus of Syria (Daniel 8:13; 9:26; 11:31; cf. 1 Maccabees 1:29-61; 2 Maccabees 5:11 to 6:11). In
A.D. 70 the temple and Jerusalem were trampled and destroyed by the Roman general Titus and his army.
In the New Testament Jesus spoke of the trampling of the literal Jerusalem by the Gentiles (Luke 21:24). The
Gentiles are here also a symbol for the godless and wicked nations. The period of trampling would begin at
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., which is associated with Christ’s first coming. The trampling of
physical Jerusalem (the historical city) would continue “until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled”, which is
associated with Christ’s second coming, because it consists of the period in which the Gentiles in their full
number become Christians (Romans 11:25). Thus, the period of the trampling of Jerusalem by the Gentiles is
a symbol for the whole New Testament period, just as the numbers 42 months, 1260 days and ‘time, times
and half a time’ are symbols for the whole New Testament period from Christ’s first coming (12:5-6,14) to
6

και την αυλην την εξωθεν του ναου εκβαλε (vmaa--2s) εξωθεν και μη αυτην μετρησης (vsaa--2s)
εκβαλε εξωθεν
8
εκβαλλω εξω
9
οτι εδοθη (viap) τοις εθνεσιν
10
πατησουσιν < πατεω (vifa—3p)
7

© 2008 Last Bible book

Revelation – explanation chapter 11

page 3 of 17

Christ’s second coming (11:7-18). Thus, the time of oppression for physical Jerusalem will last to the end of
the centuries, to the coming of the final judgement and the return of Christ in glory.
The claim that “the time of the Gentiles ended on May 14, 1948, when Israel became an independent state”,
and that “the Jews have returned to their country in fulfilment of prophecy” is contradicted by the following
facts:
- Even today only about one out of every five Jews lives in the State of Israel.
- Even today the very existence of Jerusalem as an independent Jewish city is threatened.
- The great majority of Jews do not regard Jesus as the Messiah or as their Lord and Saviour.
- Since 1948 millions of Gentiles and thousands of Jews have become Christians!
The times of the Gentiles has certainly NOT come to an end!
The figurative trampling of the figurative Jerusalem and the figurative outer court of the temple.
Jesus speaks in Revelation 11:2 and 8 figuratively of the trampling of Jerusalem by the Gentiles. The picture
is of the temple of God (figuratively representing genuine Christians), surrounded by the outer court
(figuratively representing nominal Christians), in the midst of the city Jerusalem (figuratively representing
the unbelieving and persecuting Jews and Gentiles)!
The meaning of the symbolic picture is that the true Church (the temple of God) is surrounded and besieged
by the anti-Christian persecution and the anti-Christian religions of the trampling masses in the world. The
outer court of the temple figuratively represents the nominal Christians from both Jewish and non-Jewish
background. It represents the nominal Christians and the nominal Church. It is not measured and not
counted, that is, it is excluded from God’s protection. The godless and wicked world treats the pseudoChristian Church (the nominal Christians) with contempt and causes it great harm. The unbelievers and
persecutors also infiltrate and invade the unprotected nominal Christian Church, take possession of it and fill
it with its worldly ideas, values, practices and people. In this way, the worldly members of the Church (the
nominal Christians) welcome their ideas and ways and conform themselves to the godless and wicked people
of the world. The historical Christian Church consists of genuine believers (figuratively the temple) and
nominal believers (figuratively the outer court). The historical Christian Church is like God’s field (the
world) in which God sows the sons of the kingdom and in which the devil sows his sons (the sons of the evil
one). At the present time the historical Christian Church is a mixed community (Matthew 13:24-30,36-43).
Thus, the temple of God, the altar and those worshipping there represent the Militant Church (all true
Christians) as set apart and protected by God (measured) amidst nominal Christians (the outer court) on the
one hand and false religions and anti-Christian persecutions of the godless and wicked world on the other
hand. The true Church is not of the world, but nevertheless in the world (John 17:11,14). While the Jews
found no protection in the literal temple, the genuine Christians find real protection within the spiritual
temple of God, that is, within the genuine Christian community.
“(the holy city) … the great city” 11 (11:2,8). The earthly Jerusalem is called the holy city (as in Matthew
27:53) simply because it used to be holy, that is, it was set apart for God. But the city did not live up to its
calling.
Revelation 11:8 says, “The great city is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was
crucified”. In the book of Revelation the term ‘the great city’ generally refers to Babylon (14:8; 16:19;
17:18; chapter 18). Thus, in God’s eyes, since Jerusalem became the place where its people crucified the
Lord Jesus Christ, the city is figuratively called Babylon, Sodom and Egypt. ‘Babylon’ is the symbol of the
enemy of God’s people, which destroys God’s people, ‘Sodom’ is the symbol of sexual and spiritual
immorality and ‘Egypt’ is the symbol of political and military persecution. The literal city of Jerusalem in
Palestine was once the special possession of the Lord, but in the book of Revelation it has become the
symbol of the non-Christian world, the false religious world, even the anti-Christian world (cf. Galatians
4:25)! Because Revelation 11:8 clearly refers to the figurative or symbolical meaning of Jerusalem as the
godless and wicked world, the temple of God in Revelation 11:1-2 must also have figurative or symbolical
meaning and represent the true people of God.
“for 42 months” 12 See the introduction to chapter 12 or the symbolism of numbers in supplement 2.
11
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The period of 42 (3½ x 12) months (11:2; 13:5) equals 1260 (42 x 30) days (11:3; 12:6) or 3½ years (12:14;
cf. Daniel 7:25; 9:27; 12:7).
In the Old Testament the number 3½ appears the first time in 1 Kings 17:1 (Luke 4:25; James 5:17; cf.
Revelation 11:6) when a very severe drought struck Israel. The number became a symbol in the Bible for a
period of affliction that is limited by God. For example, the oppression and persecution under Antiochus
Epiphanus did not extend endlessly, but was suddenly and unexpectedly broken off (Daniel 7:25; 9:27; 12:7).
The number ½ symbolises an unexpected and abrupt breaking off. Although Antiochus aspired to lengthen
his 3½ year reign of terror 4, 5, 6 and even 7 years, which is symbolic of ‘endless or eternity’, the period was
unexpectedly and abruptly broken off (167 B.C.).
In the New Testament the number has exactly the same meaning: it symbolises, not a literal period of 3½
years, but a period of affliction that is suddenly and unexpectedly broken off. The book of Revelation clearly
shows when this period of affliction begins and when it ends. This period of affliction begins with Christ’s
first coming. Christ was born on earth and ascended to heaven at the beginning of this symbolic period of
1260 days (12:5-6). And the period of affliction ends with the final judgement at Christ’s second coming.
Christ will begin his reign in the final and perfect phase of his kingdom at the end of this symbolic period of
1260 days (11:2-3,11-12,15). Thus, the number is symbolic for the long period of time between Christ’s first
coming and Christ’s second coming. It is literally a long period of time, but because it is numbered, it is
limited to a sovereign determined period of time. This period is also called ‘the great tribulation’ in
Revelation 7:14.
b. Different views about the temple (11:1)
There are two views. See supplement 6 and the explanation of the symbols above.
First view. (The futurist view) The temple is the tribulation temple that will be built in Jerusalem during the
reign of the antichrist-beast only during the future tribulation period. 13
Second view. (The correct explanation) The temple of God, the altar and those worshipping there represent
the Militant Church (all true Christians) throughout the whole New Testament period as set apart and
protected by God (measured) amidst the non-Christians. The Militant Church is set apart and protected from
the pseudo forces of nominal Christians (the outer court) and also from the trampling and persecuting forces
of the anti-Christians (‘the Gentiles’ that occupy Jerusalem). 14
c. Different views about the number 42 months (11:2)
There are two views. See supplement 6 and the explanation of the symbols above.
First view. (The futurist view) The 42 months is a literal period of 3½ years, the last half of Daniel’s 70th
week or the last half of the seven year future tribulation period called ‘the Great Tribulation’.15
Second view. (The correct explanation) The 42 months is symbolic for the long period of time between
Christ’s first coming (12:5-6) and Christ’s second coming (11:2-3,11-12,15). 16
PART 2. THE TWO WITNESSES (11:3-6)
a. Explanation of the symbols
In Revelation 11:1-2, the Militant Church is represented under the symbolism of the temple of God and is
presented as set apart and protected from Christ’s first coming to Christ’s second coming.
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In Revelation 11:3-12, the Militant Church is represented under the symbolism of the two witnesses and is
presented as bearing witness through its servants and its members from Christ’s first coming to Christ’s
second coming.
11:3 “And” 17 The word ‘and’ with which Revelation 11:3 begins, also shows that the two witnesses are part
and parcel of the whole vision in Revelation 11:1-14! Revelation 11:1-2 speaks of the Church as a whole, her
condition as set apart and protected and her experience of being trampled on, oppressed and persecuted in the
world, until the end. Revelation 11:3-14 speaks of the same Church as represented in her servants (the
offices) and members, their ministry of the Word, their authority and their experience of being destroyed by
the world in the end.
“I will give to my two witnesses (probably: power and opportunity)” 18 . The person speaking must be Christ.
He says that the witnesses are ‘my witnesses’. They testify about Jesus Christ (cf. 1:2,9,13; 12:11,17; 17:6;
cf. John 15:27; Acts 1:8).
They are symbolically two in number. The number 2 is a symbol for supplementing or complementing one
another and thus a symbol for witnessing (Luke 10:1) and a symbol of establishing the truth that is testified
(Matthew 18:16). These faithful servants do not minister as individuals, but they complement one another –
they need one another’s strengths and contribution (Matthew 19:4-6; John 4:36-38; 1 Corinthians 3:5-10)!
Because they witness during the whole New Testament period (symbolised by the number 1260 days) and no
single individual on earth has witnessed for such a long period, the two witnesses cannot refer to any specific
two historic individuals, but must be a symbol of the Church as an institute that proclaims the gospel during
that period. Like ‘the temple of God’, ‘the outer court’ and ‘the holy city’ (11:8), ‘the two witnesses’ have
figurative meaning. The specific article ‘the two witnesses of mine’ (11:3) point to a specific group already
known in the Bible, as also their description in Revelation 11:4 proves. Just as Jesus sent out his missionaries
two by two (Luke 10:1), in order to complement one another in their task of witnessing, so throughout the
whole New Testament period the Church as an organisation or institute has a missionary task to fulfil.
Jesus Christ especially sends out the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the teachers and the shepherds to
proclaim the message of the Bible and to equip other Christians for their work of service (Ephesians 4:1112). Of course, other Christians should also confess Jesus before men (Matthew 10:32) and be prepared to
give an answer to everyone who asks them about their faith (1 Peter 3:15-16).
Thus the two witnesses of Christ represent the Militant Church as an institute that proclaims God’s revelation
(including the gospel), a mighty missionary movement, functioning through its gifted and faithful servants,
whether they are offices or whether they are lay members of the Church, throughout the whole New
Testament period from Christ’s first coming to Christ’s second coming.
“and they will prophesy” 19 The task of the Militant Church (symbolised by the two witnesses) is to prophesy,
that is, to speak forth or to proclaim the gospel. The word ‘prophesy’ means to proclaim God’s revelation
that strengthens, encourages and comforts Christians (1 Corinthians 14:3) or to teach Christian truths that
instructs and encourages Christians (1 Corinthians 14:31) 20 .
“for 1260 days” 21 See the introduction to chapter 12 or the symbolism of numbers in supplement 2. The 1260
days equals 42 months or 3½ years and is symbolic for the long period between Christ’s first coming (his
enthronement, 12:5-6) and Christ’s second coming (the final judgement day, 11:2-3,15,18). The very last
part of this period will last 3½ days and is symbolic for the short period of the great tribulation just before
Christ’s second coming (11:9,11; 20:7-9; cf. Matthew 24:21-22).
While a siege of a city is usually expressed in terms of months, witnessing is expressed in terms of days,
because witnessing is a day to day activity. As in the book of Daniel, these numbers symbolise a period of
affliction that will not extend endlessly, but will unexpectedly and abruptly be broken off. The ½ symbolises
an unexpected and abrupt breaking off. The Church as a witnessing institute will continue until just before
the one and only second coming of Christ (Matthew 24:14).
17
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“clothed in sackcloth” 22 The witnesses are clothed in sackcloth, signifying either that they mourn over the sin
of the world and the coming judgement (Genesis 37:34; Jeremiah 4:8; 49:3) or that they call people to
repentance (mourning) and faith (Matthew 11:21).
11:4 “These are the two olive trees and (or: that is) the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the
earth.” 23 In the Old Testament there was one lampstand that stood in the Holy Place before the Presence of
the Lord in the Most Holy Place. That lampstand was fed oil by two olive tree containers.
In Zechariah 4 the lampstand in the temple served as a symbol of the Lord in heaven who through the Holy
Spirit was enabling his two servants, Zerubbabel and Joshua, to accomplish the building of the second
temple for his people. Zechariah 4:2 speaks literally of one lampstand, but Revelation 11:4 speaks
figuratively of two lampstands. Zechariah 4:11-14 speaks literally of the two olive trees as referring to the
two anointed servants of the Lord of the earth, Zerubbabel and Joshua, but Revelation 11:4 speaks
figuratively of the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth as referring
to the two witnesses. They are enabled to witness because of the anointing by the Holy Spirit and are
spreading the light of Christ and the gospel.
In Revelation 11:4 the picture is different than in Zechariah and figurative, just as ‘the temple of God’, ‘the
outer court’ and ‘the great city’ are figurative (11:8). The explanation of the angel to another Zechariah about
John the Baptist is figurative (Luke 1:17). The teaching of Jesus about John the Baptist is figurative
(Matthew 11:13-14; 17:10-13). And also here in Revelation 11:3-4 the description of the two witnesses is
figurative.
As most of the symbolism in the book of Revelation, the two witnesses are only described in terms of Old
Testament symbols. Although they are described in terms of Zerubbabel and Joshua as God’s anointed
servants on the one hand and in terms of Elijah and Moses in their authority and power on the other hand,
they are not literally Zerubbabel and Joshua or literally Elijah and Moses. This characterisation does not
explain who they are (their names could easily have been mentioned), but rather what kind of people these
witnesses are! They are the anointed servants of the Lord: gifted and with authority.
Likewise the two witnesses represent especially the gifted and faithful ministers, missionaries and other lay
members of the New Testament Church who are Christ’s instruments to spread the light of the gospel in the
world in dependence on the Holy Spirit and with the authority of the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 6:10).
They ‘stand’ before the Lord of the earth (11:4) means that they serve the Lord Jesus Christ who has all
power (in heaven and) on earth (Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:20-22). And it means that the Lord watches
over them and is with them everyday until the end of the age (Matthew 28:20). It is the Lord Jesus Christ
who makes their task effective and significant for the whole earth. This is a great encouragement for
Christians!
11:5 “If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how
anyone who wants to harm them must die.” 24 In the execution of its task, the Militant Church and its servants
face great opposition. There are people from the false religions and from the anti-Christian world that desire
to harm them.
Figuratively fire from their mouths would devour their opponents. This is a symbol of the authority and
power of their message. God gave Elijah the power to bring fire from heaven that consumed those that came
to arrest him (2 Kings 1:10). God made the words of the prophet Jeremiah ‘a fire’ and the arrogant Israelites
‘the wood it consumes’ (Jeremiah 5:11-14; cf. 23:29). Jesus spoke as one who had authority (Matthew 7:2829). The crowds were astonished at his teaching (Matthew 22:33). No one could say a word in reply to his
answers and no one of his opponents dared to ask him any more questions (Matthew 22:46). The opponents
22
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τους εχρους αυτων. και ει τις θεληση (vsaa) αυτους αδικησαι (vnaa), ουτως δει (it is binding, it is necessary)(vipa)
αυτον αποκτανθηναι (vnap)
23
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of the gospel could not stand up against the wisdom or the Spirit by whom Stephen spoke (Acts 6:10). And
the apostle Paul said, “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons
we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God,
and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).
The opponents and persecutors of the Church and its servants must face God’s judgement, either in
calamities that may fall upon them on this earth or in the calamity of eternal death in hell. Everyone who
tries to harm God’s servants ‘must die’ in such calamities. They will ultimately be removed out of the way!
They will not be able to escape, because they had tried to destroy God’s work. They had tried to keep people
away from Jesus Christ. He who rejects the servants of Christ rejects Christ. And he who rejects Christ,
rejects the One who sent him (Luke 10:16)!
11:6 “These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying.”
Their power is pictured in terms of the power God gave to the prophet Elijah (1 Kings 17:1). The draught
lasted 3½ years and was an event that Israel could never forget (James 5:17-18) and an event associated with
the rejection of God’s servants (Luke 4:24-26)!
These 3½ years became a symbol in the Old Testament and the New Testament for every period of
affliction! It became the symbol of every antichrist in history (every antichristian government with its kings)
(1 John 2:18) that try to change the set times and the laws and that try to change one time into two times and
two times into three times and three times into four times, etc. But every antichrist in history that attempts to
lengthen his government and power to seven times (a symbol of eternity) is suddenly and unexpectedly cut in
half (half a time) (Daniel 7:23-27)! These 3½ years became the symbol of every period of affliction that
would definitely end when “all these things will be completed” (Daniel 12:7). Compare this with the
statement, “In the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be
accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets (10:7). The period of affliction would
definitely end when the full contents of the plan of God (salvation through the proclamation of the gospel
and judgement through the trumpets) would have reached its goal.
“And they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often
as they want.” The power of the two witnesses is also pictured in terms of the power God gave to the prophet
Moses in the execution of all the plagues (Exodus 7:19-21). These Old Testament events are pictures of all
kinds of calamities that would fall on the opponents or enemies of the Militant Church (the two witnesses).
The enemies of the Church as an institute that proclaims the gospel will not be able to stand against the
words, wisdom and Spirit by which the Church speaks (Matthew 10:19-20; Acts 6:10) or by which the
Church judge them (Acts 5:1-11; 13:4-12). Christ has also given other such powers to the Church that
remains true to the Word, prays and exercises faith. The Militant Church and its servants will even do greater
things than Jesus did (John 14:12,14). For example, they will not only witness in one country as Jesus did,
but in every country of the world. They will not witness for a few years as Jesus did, but for many more
years. They will not just make 11 disciples that remain lasting fruit, but many disciples (John 15:5,8,16).
And their prayers will be powerful and very effective (James 5:16-18; cf. Ephesians 3:20).
b. Different views about the two witnesses (11:3)
There are six views. See supplement 6 and the explanation of the symbols above.
First view. (The first futurist view) The two witnesses are literally two men, Elijah and Moses who will
proclaim that the time has come to rebuild Jerusalem and to re-establish the Jewish temple worship, because
the future millennial kingdom is at hand. They will witness during the second half of the future tribulation
period. 25
Second view. (The second futurist view) The two witnesses are literally Elijah and Enoch. The second
witness cannot be Moses, because Moses had died and was resurrected before the transfiguration (Matthew
17:3). Moreover Moses cannot die again, but the two witnesses must still die. Because both Enoch and Elijah
were caught up in their bodies without dying, they only qualify to return as the two witnesses and then die

25

Larkin, Revelation pp. 84-85
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after they have completed their future witnessing. However, the majority of futurists argue that there is no
Scriptural ground for saying that Moses cannot die for a second time, because Lazarus died two times. 26
Third view. The two witnesses are Peter and Paul. 27
Critique.
Neither the apostle Peter nor the apostle Paul witnessed during the whole New Testament period. By the
time revelation was written they had already died. The Militant Church through all its gifted and faithful
servants witnesses throughout the whole New Testament period.
Fourth view. The two witnesses are the minority of Christians, the faithful ministers and missionaries of the
Church, that proclaim the gospel throughout the whole New Testament period. In Revelation 1:20, the seven
lampstands represent the seven congregations, which in turn symbolise the Church in the whole world. Of
these seven congregations, only two congregations (two lampstands) were without blame: Smyrna and
Philadelphia. The two witnesses therefore represent the minority of Christians, the faithful ministers and
missionaries of the Church. 28
Critique.
Also the ordinary Christians have a responsibility in witnessing (Matthew 10:32; 1 Peter 3: 15-16).
Fifth view. The two witnesses are literally two Christians who will again inspire the anxious Church during
the end-time just before Christ’s second coming and especially during the reign of the final antichrist. 29
Because the world will become tired of ‘freedom’ it will become ripe for tyranny. Although true freedom
always means a strong binding to God’s Word and commands, ‘freedom’ will become synonymous with ‘do
as you please’, with an unrestrained expression of animal passions and with a lack of law and order. Just one
option will be left for the world and that is tyranny. One tyrant will demand what everyone must believe, say
and do. It will be the inauguration of the final antichrist.
Through the words of two literal witnesses the fleeing Church will again take courage. There will be an
increase in prayer and faith and joy. There will be a spirit of submitting themselves to God and the end-time
events.
But it will not be a period of missions and evangelisation anymore, but rather of apostasy, chaos and
disruption. Like modern man, many nominal Christians will discard the faith as old fashioned and useless
myths and withdraw from the Church. These two witnesses will be God’s final rebuke and call to repentance.
But also these two witnesses will be killed as the prophets before them.
Critique.
The two witnesses represent the Militant Church throughout the whole New Testament period. Of course,
the Church will witness during the time of the final antichrist until he will destroy the Church as an
institute proclaiming the gospel (11:7; cf. 13:7).
Sixth view. (The correct explanation) The two witnesses of Christ represent the Militant Church as an
institute that proclaims God’s revelation (including the gospel), a mighty missionary movement, functioning
through its gifted and faithful servants, whether they are offices or whether they are lay members of the
Church, throughout the whole New Testament period from Christ’s first coming to Christ’s second coming. 30
But because the book of Revelation is also a progressive revelation of the apocalyptic events in the end-time,
the emphasis in Revelation chapter 11 is especially on the witnessing of the Militant Church during the endtime just before Christ’s second coming.

26

cf. Larkin, Revelation p. 85
Munck
28
Greijdanus pp. 174-175, 48
29
Bavinck pp. 223-229
30
Hendriksen pp. 155-156
27
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PART 3. THE BEAST MAKES WAR AGAINST THE WITNESSES (11:7-10)
a. Explanation of the symbols
11:7 “Now when they have finished their testimony” 31 The testimony of the two witnesses will not go on
endlessly. The gospel will be proclaimed in the whole world as a testimony for all the nations and then the
end 32 will come (Matthew 24:14). When the sinful world has completely refused to receive the gospel in
order to be saved, then God will withdraw his grace and the preaching of the gospel and allow the powers of
hell to gain the power on earth.
“the beast” 33 . The beast represents every one of Satan’s antichristian governments and their kings (cf. 13:110), but here he represents the final antichristian government and the final antichrist (11:7; cf. 17:8; 2
Thessalonians 2:3-4). The meaning of this picture is that just before Christ’s second coming, the final
antichrist will appear and all people that have rejected Christ will be handed over to him (cf. 20:7-9a). This
will be ‘the great tribulation’ (Matthew 24:21-22).
“that comes up from the Abyss” 34 It could mean: he continuously or again and again comes up to do his
destructive work. Or he is coming up out of the Abyss in this vision to do his final destructive work.
The Abyss is generally contrasted with the sky and earth and refers to the depth of the sea (Psalm 33:7;
107:26) 35 . It is commonly pictured as a place deep under the earth, connected to the surface of the earth by a
shaft. It is the abode of the dead (Romans 10:7); the abode of demons (Luke 8:31); and the abode of the
angel or king of the demons (9:11). It is the dungeon where the devil is kept (20:3); and the abode of the
beast, the final antichrist (11:7; 17:8). Symbolically the Abyss is capable of being closed with a lid that is
locked and sealed (20:1,3). And symbolically it can only be opened with ‘the key’ which God provides, that
is, by God’s permissive decree (9:1).
While in Revelation 20:1 Satan is pictured as being shut up in the Abyss with respect to his deceiving the
nations, in Revelation 9:1 he is pictured as having received the power (the key) to release the demons inside
the Abyss. Of course this authority is only insofar God permits him.
The Abyss must be distinguished from Sheol (Hebrew) or Hades (Greek) in the sense of the state of the dead
(Matthew 16:18; Revelation 1:18) or in the sense of the grave, the place of the dead body (Acts 2:27,31). But
the Abyss is identical with Sheol or Hades in the sense of the place of destruction (Abaddon)(Job 26:6) or
hell, the place of the dead spirits of the wicked (Matthew 11:23; Luke 16:23-24). And the word Abyss must
be distinguished from the word ‘Tartarus’ (in Jewish apocalyptic literature, in Job 41:24 in the Greek Old
Testament translation and in 2 Peter 2:4). The Greeks regarded Tartarus as lower than Hades (the abode of
the dead); as a subterranean place where divine punishment was meted out.
Before the final judgement day hell is called the Abyss (9:2; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1-3,7; Luke 8:31). After the final
judgement day hell is called the lake of burning sulphur (19:18; 20:14,15; 21:8).
“will attack them” 36 . Because nothing less than ‘war’ 37 is made against them, the two witnesses cannot refer
to two literal persons, but rather symbolise the Militant Church as expressed in its faithful servants and
members proclaiming the gospel. The same Greek words are used in Revelation 13:7 and there refers to all
‘the saints’, that is, all the true Christians. The final antichristian government with its king, the final
antichrist, will stir up the whole wicked world to make war against the true Church and the proclamation of
the gospel. That will be ‘the final battle’ that is also mentioned in the parallel passages in Revelation 11:7;
13:7; 16:14,16; 19:19; 20:8.

31
32
33
34
35
36
37

και οταν τελεσωσιν < τελεω (vsaa--3p) την μαρτυριαν αυτων
το τελος
το θηριον
το αναβαινον (vppa) εκ της αβυσσου
A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, Bauer, Arndt, Gingrich, University of Chicago Press, 1952
ποιησαι (vifa) μετ αυτων πολεμον
πολεμος
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“and overpower and kill them 38 . The same Greek words are used in Revelation 13:7. The final antichristian
government and its king, the final antichrist, will conquer and destroy the Church as a mighty organisation
and as a missionary movement on earth. Although there will still be individual Christians on earth at Christ’s
one and only second coming (Luke 18:8; Matthew 24:37-41; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:17),
just before Christ’s second coming, many Christian workers will be martyred and the Church as an
institution (organisation) will seem as if it has been completely wiped out.
The beast (the final antichristian government and the final antichrist) will attack the two witnesses,
overpower them and kill them. For 3½ days their dead bodies will lie openly exposed in the street of the
great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also Jesus Christ was crucified.
11:8 “Their bodies will lie in the street” The corpse of the true Militant Church as an institution on earth,
whose official and public testimony has been silenced and smothered by the godless and wicked world, will
lie on the main street of the great city.
“of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.” 39
In the book of Revelation, ‘the great city’ always refers to Babylon, a great worldly city, which is
figuratively the centre of anti-Christian power and the centre of the kingdom of antichrist (17:5). ‘The great
city’ has no literal meaning, but a figurative meaning! Because in Revelation 11:8 the great city is the place
where the Lord was crucified (Matthew 23:37) it refers to Jerusalem. ‘Jerusalem’ is a symbol of the nonChristians and anti-Christian world.
Thus, when Jerusalem and its inhabitants crucified Jesus Christ the city that once was ‘the holy city’ (11:2)
became like Babylon, the symbol of the godless and wicked world powers that always attacked God’s
people. It became like Sodom, the symbol of anti-Christian sexual and spiritual immorality (Genesis chapter
19; Jeremiah 23:14, Ezekiel 16:46-47). And it became like Egypt, the symbol of anti-Christian political and
military oppression, persecution, imprisonment, slavery and ethnic cleansing (Exodus 20:2).
In the historical past, Jerusalem was the symbol of God’s believing people, the Lord’s special possession
(Isaiah 52:1-3). But since the first coming of Christ and his crucifixion, Jerusalem has become the symbol of
the unbelieving and persecuting Jews and Gentiles, the symbol of the enemy of God’s people, the centre of
anti-Christian power and the centre of the kingdom of antichrist. It has become the symbol of pseudoChristian religions (the corruption of the Christian faith and teachings) and even the symbol of antiChristianity (the opposition of the Christian faith by the religions and politics of the world). Jerusalem
together with its inhabitants has become the place of slavery to sin (Galatians 4:25).
Jerusalem (and its people) has not only become like one of the Gentile nations, but has become the centre of
the Gentile nations! “Men from every people group, tribe, language and nation” are represented in that great
city (11:9-10)! Thus, the great city and its people from all over the world symbolise not any particular city in
present history (like the literal Jerusalem in Palestine), but every city in the world, every organised
community of civilized man 40 , every dwelling place of man that crucify the Son of God all over again and
subject him to public disgrace (Hebrews 6:6)! The great city symbolizes every possible political group,
philosophy or religion on earth that opposes Jesus Christ and his Church, that deliberately keeps on sinning,
that tramples the Son of God under foot, that treats the blood of the covenant (the death of Jesus Christ on
the cross) as an unholy thing and that insults the Spirit of God that offers grace and forgiveness of sins
(Hebrews 10:26-29)!
Because all the cities in the world and all the people in the world throughout the history of the world are
involved in either witnessing or opposing this witnessing, the two witnesses cannot refer to just two literal
persons. The two witnesses rather symbolise the true Militant Church on earth as an institute of proclaiming
the gospel through its faithful witnesses in the whole godless and wicked world throughout the whole New
Testament period. But because the book of Revelation is also a progressive revelation of the apocalyptic
events in the end-time, the emphasis in Revelation chapter 11 is especially on the witnessing of the Militant
Church during the end-time just before Christ’s second coming.

38

και νικησει > νικαω (vifa) αυτους και αποκτενει > αποκτεινω (vifa) αυτους
της πολεως της μεγαλης ητις καλειται (vipp) πνευματικως Σοδομα και Αιγυπτος,
οπου και ο κυριος αυτων εσταυρωθη > σταυροω (viap)
40
S. L. Morris, The Drama of Christianity, 1928
39
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The murder of the two witnesses will be an event of universal importance. In the midst of the anti-Christian
world, the Church as an institution will be killed. It will no longer exist as an influential and powerful
missionary organisation. This is a picture, not of two literal dead bodies, but of the ruin of the whole Church
as an institution in the world, the torn remains of the gospel ministry in the world, the lifeless signs of the
right worship and service of the living God and his Christ in the world. The true Christian Church as an
institution in the world will be wiped out.
11:9a “For three and a half days” 41 The destruction of the Church as an institution that lives and proclaims
Christ will last symbolically for only 3½ days. The number 3½ symbolises the very short time of the great
tribulation (Matthew 24:21-26; Revelation 20:7-9a). Just as in the book of Daniel, the number 3½ symbolises
a period of affliction that will not extend endlessly, but will unexpectedly and abruptly be broken off. The ½
symbolises an unexpected and abrupt breaking off. Although the godless and wicked world will aspire to
lengthen this period of affliction of 3½ days (to 4, 5, 6 and even 7 days, that is to ‘eternity’), God will limit
this period in a sovereign way and bring it to an unexpected and abrupt halt. This period of the great
tribulation will not extend endlessly. God will intervene in a sovereign way in order to show his mercy.
Jesus taught that the period of the great tribulation would be cut short for the sake of the elect, that is, for the
sake of born again Christians (Matthew 24:22-23). The antichrist and his followers will try to deceive the
elect, but thank God, that will not be possible (Matthew 24:24)(cf. John 6:37,39; 10:28; 17:12; 18:9)!
This is a great encouragement for Christians!
11:9b “men from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 42
11:10 “The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and celebrate by sending each other gifts” 43 This
event is not a local event in one particular literal city (e.g. Jerusalem), but a worldwide event. The inhabitants
in every city and country of the world will gaze at and gloat over the dead remains of the Church as an
institute of proclaiming Jesus Christ and the Bible in their country. These people are the followers of the
antichrist, the rejecters of God and his Christ. Their refusal to bury the bodies of the two witnesses
symbolises their utter contempt and hatred for the true Church and the Lord Jesus Christ. They may even
leave the ruins of the Church in every country as a testimony of their victory (cf. Jeremiah 8:1-2). The
godless and wicked people of the world will celebrate the destruction of the Church and the silencing of the
preaching of the gospel by sending each other gifts. Thus also the godless commercial world will make its
profit out of the persecution of Christians.
“because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.” 44 The preaching of God’s
revelation and the gospel had disturbed people’s false sense of security (Acts 17:6; 24:25). They loved the
darkness more than the light (John 3:19-21). The truth in God’s revelation took their peace away (Isaiah
57:20-21).
Just before Christ’s second coming the Church as an institution will be destroyed and the public
proclamation of the gospel will be silenced. But this does not mean that there will be no more Christians on
earth. Christians will be on the earth right up to Christ’s second coming, because they will see Christ coming
on the clouds (1:7) and then they will be caught up in the clouds to meet and welcome Christ (Matthew
24:40a,41a; 25:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17; 2 Thessalonians 1:10).
b. Different views about the great city (11:8)
There are two views. See supplement 6 and the explanation of the symbols above.
First view. (The futurist view) The great city is literally Jerusalem in Palestine during the second half of the
future tribulation period. It is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, because during the future tribulation
period the character of the inhabitants of Jerusalem will resemble that of Sodom (immorality) and Egypt
(prostitution, Ezekiel 23:3-4,8,19). 45
41

ημερας τρεις και ημισυ
και βλεπουσιν (to gaze on)(vipa) εκ των λαων και φυλων και γλωσσων και εθνων το πτωμα αυτων ημερας τρεις και ημισυ
και τα πτωματα (bodies) αυτων ουκ αφιουσιν < αφιημι (allow)(vipa) τεθηναι < τιθημι (vnap) εις μνημα (grave)
43
και οι κατοικουντες (vppa) επι της γης χαιρουσιν (rejoice)(vipa) επ αυτοις και ευφραινονται (to make merry)(vipp),
και δωρα πεμψουσιν (vifa) αλληλοις
44
οι δυο προφηται εβασανισαν (viaa) τους κατοικουντας (vppa) επι της γης
45
Larkin, Revelation p. 87
42
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Second view. (The correct explanation) The great city symbolises the immoral and antichristian world, 46
every city in the world, every organised community of civilized man, every dwelling place of man on earth
that opposes Christ and his Church throughout the whole New Testament period and especially at the end
time.
PART 4. THE RESURRECTION (11:11-14)
Explanation of the symbols
11:11 “But after 3½ days a breath of life from God entered them and they stood on their feet and great fear
fell on (terror struck) those who saw them.” 47 In Ezekiel 37:4-5 the breath entering people symbolised the
resurrection of Israel from their social state of death in exile in Babylon (Ezekiel 37:11-14). In Revelation
11:11 the breath entering the two witnesses symbolises the resurrection of the Militant Church (all the
Christians belonging to it) from its physical state of death to become the Triumphant Church at Christ’s
second coming.
The celebration of the godless and wicked world will be premature. After 3½ days, Christ’s one and only
second coming will take place (Matthew 24:27-31), the physical resurrection of all people will take place
(11:11; cf. John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15; 1 Corinthians 15:50-54; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) and the final
judgement day will arrive (6:12-17; 11:15-19; 14:14-20; 16:17-21; 20:9b-15).
The verbs ‘entered’, ‘stood’ and ‘fell on’ 48 are in the past tense, but do not indicate that these events have
already happened. This form of the verb expresses certainty! It is so absolutely sure that this event (the
physical resurrection) is going to take place that it is described as if it had already happened! Standing on
their feet symbolises their complete restoration. The last enemy, death, will be conquered and every
Christian that ever lived will be completely and perfectly healed! But terror will strike the godless and
wicked world. For them it will be too late to repent.
11:12 “Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here.’” And they went up to
heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.” 49 The word ‘heaven’ here refers to the sky (cf. 11:6;
12:11,3; 16:21; Acts 2:19), a synonym for the air in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.
Christ’s second coming will be audible and visible. There will be no secret rapture of the Church. John
describes here what Jesus taught (John 5:28-29; Matthew 13:40-43; 24:37-41; 25:31-46) and what Paul
taught (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52)! Everyone that ever lived will hear the voice or
command of Christ (John 5:28-29; 1 Thessalonians 4:16) and everyone will see Christ on the clouds (1:7;
14:14), see all the Church (all believers of the Old Testament period and the New Testament period)
harvested (14:14-16) and see the Church ascend to heaven (into the sky)(11:12), that is, caught up in clouds
to meet and welcome Christ in the air (Matthew 24:40-41; 25:10-13; 1 Thessalonians 4:17; 2 Thessalonians
1:10). Later on that same last day, the angels will bring the unbelievers and wicked people before the
judgement throne of Christ (14:17-20; Matthew 25:31-33) and the one and only final judgement will take
place (11:15-19; 16:17-21; 20:11-15; Matthew 25:31-46).
11:13 “At that very hour there was a severe earthquake” 50 The earthquake and its destruction will take place
at that very hour, that is, immediately on the final judgement day (cf. 6:12-17; 11:13; 16:18).
“and a tenth of the city collapsed” 51 The great city symbolises every city in the world, every organised
community of civilized man that opposes Christ and his Church, every centre of the kingdom of antichrist
46
47
48
49
50
51

Hendriksen p. 158
και μετα τας τρεις ημερας και ημισυ πνευμα ζωης εκ του θεου εισηλθεν (viaa) εν αυτοις, και εστησαν (viaa) επι τους ποδας αυτων,
και φοβος μεγας επεπεσεν (viaa) επι τους θεωρουντας (vppa) αυτους
εισηλθεν (viaa), εστησαν (viaa), επεπεσεν (viaa)
και ηκουαν (viaa) φωνης μεγαλης εκ του ουρανου λεγουσης (vppa) αυτοις, Αναβατε (vmaa) ωδε. και ανεβησαν (viaa)
εις τον ουρανον εν τη νεφελη, και εθεωρησαν (viaa) αυτους οι εχροι αυτων
Και εν εκεινη τη ωρα εγενετο (viam) σεισμος μεγας
και το δεκατον της πολεως επεσεν (viaa)
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(16:19). The number 10 is a symbol for completeness and the number ‘a tenth’ is a symbol that the work of
complete destruction had begun. The kingdom of the antichrist had begun to crumble. The final destruction
of this present earth had begun.
“The names of seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake” 52 ‘The names’ stand for people;
especially the very important or famous people of the kingdom of antichrist.
The number 7000 should not be taken literally, but symbolically indicates greatness and completeness. The
number 7 indicates that the acts of salvation and judgement of the God in heaven are absolutely complete
and perfect. The number 1000 (10x10x10) indicates that God’s acts include the absolute complete number of
people on earth. The great city will certainly fall and the complete number of those destined for destruction
by the earthquake will be destroyed.
“and the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven” 53 . At Christ’s second coming several
things will happen: he will appear suddenly and unexpectedly, conquer in the final battle, raise the dead,
catch Christians up in the clouds to meet him in the air and to welcome him, while the rest of mankind (the
survivors) will be left behind on that last day. These survivors will face the wrath of God and the Lamb
among other things in the great earthquake (6:15-17; 16:17-21).
Although the survivors (of this earthquake) will be terrified and give glory to God, this does not mean that
they had repented (cf. Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:34,37). Their praise will come forth out of fear and
consist of acknowledging that God is stronger than the beast (Philippians 2:9-11). They had rejected the
testimony of the Church about Christ, they had killed Christians and they had remained impenitent.
Therefore, the final reckoning must come and will certainly come!
11:14 “The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon.” 54 The second woe (or sixth trumpet
judgement) consisting of universal wars on earth up to the final war (the battle of Armageddon) has passed
and the third woe (the seventh trumpet of judgement) is about to come (11:14).
PART 5. THE BLOWING OF THE SEVENTH TRUMPET (11:15-19)
a. Explanation of the symbols
11:15 “The seventh angel sounded his trumpet” (the third woe, 11:14). The seventh trumpet introduces the
one and only final judgement day, which will “accomplish the mystery of God” (10:7). The mystery of God
consists of God’s decree concerning salvation (11:18c) and judgement (11:18d) of all the nations in worldhistory. At the sounding of the seventh trumpet God brings the history of the world once more in its
description in the book of Revelation to its conclusion. The final judgement day (11:18ab) is not described,
but only introduced. And its significance with respect to God (11:17), Christ (11:15), believers (11:18c) and
unbelievers (11:18d) is pointed out.
“and there were loud voices in heaven” 55 John hears the voices of many singing with all their might and with
extreme joy. It is not stated who they are, but they probably are the voices of everyone in heaven: the four
living creatures, the twenty-four elders, the uncountable number of angels and the believers that are now in
their full number with Christ (15:2-4; 19:1-8). The words of this praise song are in the past tense, expressing
the absolute certainty of the final outcome. It is expressed as if it had already happened. In his spirit, John
hears their praise.

52

και απεκτανθησαν (viap) εν τω σεισμω ονοματα ανθρωπων χιλιαδες επτα
και οι λοιποι εμφοβοι εγενοντο (viam) και εδωκαν (viaa) δοξαν τω θεω του ουρανου
54
Η ουαι η δευτερα απηλθεν (viaa), ιδου η ουαι η τριτη ερχεται (vipm) ταχυ
55
και εγενοντο (viam) φωναι μεγαλαι εν τω ουρανω
53
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“which said: ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ and he will
reign for ever and ever.” 56
God’s kingdom is an everlasting kingdom (Psalm 145:13). God has reigned forever (Psalm 9:7; 146:10). He
reigns by caring for the smallest bird (Matthew 10:29), by providing food for people (Acts 14:17), by giving
them life and breath and everything else, even a time and place to live on earth (Acts 17:24-27). His kingdom
in a general sense is his kingship, rule, dominion or sovereignty through Christ (Psalm 2:2) over everyone
and everything.
God’s kingdom in a special sense is his kingship, rule, dominion or sovereignty which he establishes at
Christ’s first coming (Matthew 12:28-30) over the hearts (Luke 17:21) and lives (Matthew 6:33) of
Christians. He reigns by working out all things for the good of Christians who love him (Romans 8:28).
Nevertheless, God’s kingdom of reign is not always apparent to people. Throughout the whole New
Testament period it is not always clear that Jesus Christ has all authority in heaven and on earth (Matthew
28:18; John 3:35). It often seems as if Satan has more power than Christ. Things do not seem to be what they
really are. Christ’s kingdom at the present time is still growing (Matthew 13:31-33) and is still mixed with
infiltrators (Matthew 13:36-41).
But at Christ’s one and only second coming it will be absolutely clear that Jesus Christ is the King of kings
and the Lord of lords (17:14; 19:16). Then his glorious reign will become completely manifest! He will come
with the full and visible sovereignty of God to vindicate Christians, to judge the godless and wicked people
and to renew the universe. Then the final and perfect phase of his kingdom will be revealed. He will possess
all the nations (Psalm 2:7-12), his dominion will not pass away, his kingdom will never be destroyed (Daniel
7:14) and his kingdom will never end (Luke 1:33). The words: “He will hand the kingdom over to God the
Father” does not mean that Jesus Christ stops to reign. It means that he will hand his task as Mediator of the
creation, salvation, judgement and kingship over to God the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-26). From then on
the throne will be “the throne of God and of the Lamb” (22:1,3) and the kingdom will be “the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and of the Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:11).
11:16 “And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their faces and
worshipped God” See the twenty-four elders in Revelation 4:4.
11:17 “saying, ‘We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have
taken your great power and have begun to reign.” 57 The twenty-four elders are the representatives of Christ’s
complete community in heaven and on earth. They are not identical with the Church, but represent the
Church. Their praise consists of Revelation 11:17-18.
God is no longer addressed as ‘the One who is to come’ (1:4,8; 4:8), because he has come! God has taken his
great power (and now has all this great power permanently). Every power, which Satan and his allies ever
exercised by God’s permission, have been taken away from them. And God has begun to reign visibly. God
has employed his great power to overthrow all enemies and has begun to reign visibly as the undisputed
King (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). There will no longer be the illusion that Satan and evil rules. It will be
absolutely visible and clear that God in Christ reigns and that all things are what they are.
The end of this present world has arrived. The Christian multitude rejoices in the fact that the Lord has
reached the zenith of his power and authority, now publicly displayed! He has begun to reign visibly and
gloriously!
11:18 “The nations were angry; and your wrath has once for all time come.” 58 The nations represent the
godless and wicked people on earth who have rejected Christ and the gospel (Psalm 2:1-3). In their anger
they had opposed, persecuted and destroyed the true Christian Church on earth. But now God’s righteous
wrath in his final judgement has fallen upon them!
56

λεγοντες, Εγενετο (viam) η βασιλεια του κοσμου του κυριου ημων και του Χριστου αυτου, και βασιλευσει (vifa--3s)
εις τους αιωνας των αιωνων
57
λεγοντες (vppa), Ευχαριστουμεν (vipa) σοι, κυριε ο θεος ο παντοκρατωρ, ο ων (vppa) και ο ην (viia), οτι ειληφας < λαμβανω (vira--2s)
την δυναμιν σου την μεγαλην και εβασιλευσας (viaa--2s)
58
και τα εθνη ωργισθησαν > οργιζω (viam) και ηλθεν < ερχομαι (viaa) η οργη σου
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“and the time (has come) for judging all the dead 59 . Everyone who ever lived will be judged (Ecclesiastes
12:14; Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 20:12). God’s servants will be
rewarded and his opponents will be destroyed.
“for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small
and great” 60 ‘God’s servants the prophets’ is a reference to all God’s Old Testament and New Testament
workers. And ‘God’s saints’ is a reference to all God’s Old Testament and New Testament believers.
The Bible does not acknowledge four categories of people that will be rewarded: God’s servants, God’s
prophets, God’s saints (Christians) and people (regarded by some interpreters as not necessarily Christians)
who showed reverence to God’s Name in one way or another. The Bible does not acknowledge salvation
outside Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5)! The Bible does not allude to respectable nonChristians (‘the better classes of men’, Larkin) entering into a so-called future millennial kingdom. The Bible
does not allude to ‘good’ people from the other religions in the world. Outside Jesus Christ no one is good
(Romans 3:10-12). Only God’s servants and God’s people will be rewarded and all others will be lost and
destroyed.
“and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 61 The destroyers of the earth will be destroyed, not in the
sense of annihilation, but in the sense iron is spoilt by rust, clothes are eaten by moths, bodies are corrupted
(decayed) in the grave and all moral sense is ruined. They will be thrown into hell, where “their worm does
not die, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:48). They will go away to eternal punishment (Matthew
25:48) 62 and will be punished with everlasting destruction (2 Thessalonians 1:9). 63
11:19 “Then God’s temple in heaven was opened and within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant.” 64
Already during the Old Testament period the ark hidden behind the curtain in the temple symbolised the
presence and rule of God by his commandments (Exodus 25:16,22; 40:3) as long as permanent atonement for
sin had not yet been made (Galatians 3:19-25).
But in the beginning of the New Testament period, when Jesus Christ was crucified, the curtain in the temple
was torn as a symbol that henceforth anyone may enter into God’s presence through faith in Jesus Christ
(Matthew 27:59; Ephesians 2:18; 3:12; Hebrews 4:16; 10:19). Everyone, whose sins are atoned for, is ruled
directly by God through his Spirit in the heart. Henceforth, the former invisible ark, but now visible ark of
the covenant symbolises real, intimate, perfect and eternal fellowship between God and his people that is
based on the atonement of sins (Hebrews 7:18-28; 8:7-13). In the symbol of the ark God reveals himself to
Christians as the faithful and gracious God of the covenant.
For Christians in tribulation the vision of the ark of God’s covenant in God’s temple in heaven is a great
assurance of the reality of God, his presence and his faithful and gracious work of atonement. At Christ’s one
and only second coming, God will reveal himself as the faithful God of the covenant to his people and his
covenant of grace will be fully realised: he will live among his people forever (21:3). Nothing will remain
veiled, hidden or concealed anymore.
“And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm.” 65
These phenomena symbolise God’s manifestation whenever he makes a revelation. In this symbol God
reveals himself as the God of wrath to non-Christians. They will certainly be judged. These flashes of
lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and the great hailstorm come from God’s throne and symbolise God’s
immense majesty, glory, power and terrible justice and that “he has risen to shake the earth” (6:12-17; Isaiah
2:17- 21; Hebrews 10:25-29).

59

(ηλθον) και ο καιρος των νεκρων κριθηναι > κρινω (vnap)
και δουναι > διδωμι (vnaa) τον μισθον (reward) τοις δουλοις σου τοις προφηταις και τοις αγιοις και τοις φοβουμενοις (vppm)
το ονομα σου, τους μικρους και τους μεγαλους
61
και διαφθειραι > διαφθειρω (vnaa) τους διαφθειροντας (vppa) την γην
62
και απελευσονται > απερχομαι (vifm) ουτοι εις κολασιν αιωνιον
63
οιτινες δικην τισουσιν > τινω (to suffer, to pay the penalty) (vifa) ολεθρον (destruction, ruination) αιωνιον απο προσωπου του κυριου
και απο της δοξης της ισχυος αυτου. (ολεθρος = not annihilation, but implies the loss of all things that give worth to existence)
64
και ηνοιγη (viap) ο ναος του θεου ο εν τω ουρανω και ωφθη < οραω (viap--3s) η κιβωτος της διαθηκης αυτου εν τω ναω αυτου
65
και εγενοντο (viam) αστραπαι και φωναι και βρονται και σεισμος και χαλαζα μεγαλη
60
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b. Different views about the seventh trumpet (11:15)
There are two views. See supplement 6 and the explanation of the symbols above.
First view. (The futurist view) The seventh trumpet includes everything that happens between Revelation
11:15 to 20:3. The sounding of its blast or blasts extends for “days” (10:7), actually for 3½ years of the
second half of the future tribulation period (the second half of Daniel’s 70th week). It includes the seven
personages, the seven bowls and the four dooms and is followed by the future millennial kingdom on this
present earth (11:15 - 20:10) 66 . Revelation 11:15 is merely an announcement of the coming millennial
kingdom, which would only come 3½ years later.
Second view. (The correct explanation) The seventh trumpet introduces the one and only final judgement
day, which brings the history of the world once more in its description in the book of Revelation to its
conclusion. It is followed by the eternal kingdom of God on the new earth.

66

Larkin, Revelation p. 88, Tenney p. 76
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