The creation

A discipleship training to equip
Christians for works of service,
so that the Body of Christ may
be built up (Ephesians 4:11-16)

2

Theme: The creation
Day 1

Colossians 1:15-20
God created by means of Christ

Day 3

15

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created:
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through him and for him. 17 He
is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that
in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God
was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross.
Day 2

1

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm. He said:
“Who is this that obscures my plans
with words without knowledge?
3
Brace yourself like a man;
I will question you,
and you shall answer me.
4
“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?
Tell me, if you understand.
5
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!
Who stretched a measuring line across it?
6
On what were its footings set,
or who laid its cornerstone—
7
while the morning stars sang together
and all the angels shouted for joy?
8
“Who shut up the sea behind doors
when it burst forth from the womb,
9
when I made the clouds its garment
and wrapped it in thick darkness,
10
when I fixed limits for it
and set its doors and bars in place,
11
when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther;
here is where your proud waves halt’?
12
“Have you ever given orders to the morning,
or shown the dawn its place,
13
that it might take the earth by the edges
and shake the wicked out of it?
14
The earth takes shape like clay under a seal;
its features stand out like those of a garment.
2

Psalm 33:1-11
The power of God’s speaking Word

1

Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.
2
Praise the LORD with the harp;
make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.
3
Sing to him a new song;
play skillfully, and shout for joy.
4
For the word of the LORD is right and true;
he is faithful in all he does.
5
The LORD loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing love.
6
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
7
He gathers the waters of the sea into jars;
he puts the deep into storehouses.
8
Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the people of the world revere him.
9
For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm.
10
The LORD foils the plans of the nations;
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.
11
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,
the purposes of his heart through all generations.
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Job 38:1-14
The Creator versus the creature

Day 4

Romans 11:33-36
From God, through God and to God
are all things

33

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments,
and his paths beyond tracing out!
34
“Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?”
35
“Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?”
36
For from him and through him and for him are all
things.
To him be the glory forever! Amen.
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Day 5 BS Genesis 1:1 – 2:4
The creation of heaven and earth

24

And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures
according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that
move along the ground, and the wild animals, each
according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the
wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock
according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move
along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw
that it was good.
26
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in
our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea
and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.”
27
So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every
living creature that moves on the ground.”
29
Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on
the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit
with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all
the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all
the creatures that move along the ground—everything
that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant
for food.” And it was so.
31
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.
And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth
day.
1
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all
their vast array.
2
By the seventh day God had finished the work he had
been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his
work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it
holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating
that he had done.
4
This is the account of the heavens and the earth when
they were created, when the LORD God made the earth
and the heavens.

1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was
hovering over the waters.
3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
4
God saw that the light was good, and he separated the
light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and
there was morning—the first day.
6
And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters
to separate water from water.” 7 So God made the vault
and separated the water under the vault from the water
above it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And
there was evening, and there was morning—the second
day.
9
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered
to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.
10
God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered
waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.
11
Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seedbearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with
seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.
12
The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed
according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed
in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—
the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky
to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as
signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let
them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the
earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the
greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to
govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them
in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to
govern the day and the night, and to separate light from
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
20
And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures,
and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the
sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and
every living thing with which the water teems and that
moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and
increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let
the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening,
and there was morning—the fifth day.
2
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Day 6

Genesis 2:4-25
The creation of man and woman

Day 7

4

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when
they were created, when the LORD God made the earth
and the heavens.
5
Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no
plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent
rain on the earth and there was no one to work the
ground, 6 but streams came up from the earth and watered
the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the LORD God
formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living being.
8
Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in
Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The
LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the
ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for
food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10
A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from
there it was separated into four headwaters. 11 The name of
the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is
good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 13 The name
of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the
entire land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is the
Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth
river is the Euphrates.
15
The LORD God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the
LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat
from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you
eat from it you will certainly die.”
18
The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
19
Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all
the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought
them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its
name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the
birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the
LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and
while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and
then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD
God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the
man, and he brought her to the man.
23
The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”
24
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is
united to his wife, and they become one flesh.
25
Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no
shame.

© 2000–2011 www.deltacourse.org

Ephesians 1:3-12
God’s eternal plan for people

3

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his
sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and
will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has
freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he
lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he
made known to us the mystery of his will according to his
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put
into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to
bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under
Christ.
11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the plan of him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that
we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be
for the praise of his glory.
Day 8

Romans 8:18-25
The (fallen) creation now waits for the
recreation

18

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For
the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of
God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into
the freedom and glory of the children of God.
22
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as
in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.
23
Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For
in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But
if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.

3
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Day 9

11

2 Peter 3:1-13
The (fallen) creation will finally disintegrate

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what
kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy
and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God
and speed its coming. That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will
melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are
looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells.

1

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have
written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to
wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words
spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command
given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.
3
Above all, you must understand that in the last days
scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil
desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes
on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the
heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of
water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that
time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the
present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept
for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.
8
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the
Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years
are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance.
10
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be
destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it
will be laid bare.
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Day 10 Revelation 21:1-5
The creation of the new heaven and the new
earth
1

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was
no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
3
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”
5
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true.”

4
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