The prophetical
books

A discipleship training to equip
Christians for works of service,
so that the Body of Christ may
be built up (Ephesians 4:11-16)

13

Theme: The prophetical books in the Bible
Day 1

1 Peter 1:8-13
Christ is the Author of all prophecies in the
Old Testament

Day 2

8

Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you
are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.
10
Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of
the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and
with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah
and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to
them that they were not serving themselves but you, when
they spoke of the things that have now been told you by
those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy
Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into
these things.
Be Holy
13
Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set
your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus
Christ is revealed at his coming.
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Isaiah 1:10-20
The prophets proclaimed truths concerning
God’s will

10

Hear the word of the LORD,
you rulers of Sodom;
listen to the instruction of our God,
you people of Gomorrah!
11
“The multitude of your sacrifices—
what are they to me?” says the LORD.
“I have more than enough of burnt offerings,
of rams and the fat of fattened animals;
I have no pleasure
in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.
12
When you come to appear before me,
who has asked this of you,
this trampling of my courts?
13
Stop bringing meaningless offerings!
Your incense is detestable to me.
New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—
I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.
14
Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals
I hate with all my being.
They have become a burden to me;
I am weary of bearing them.
15
When you spread out your hands in prayer,
I hide my eyes from you;
even when you offer many prayers,
I am not listening.
Your hands are full of blood!
16
Wash and make yourselves clean.
Take your evil deeds out of my sight;
stop doing wrong.
17
Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of the fatherless;
plead the case of the widow.
18
“Come now, let us settle the matter,”
says the LORD.
“Though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;
though they are red as crimson,
they shall be like wool.
19
If you are willing and obedient,
you will eat the good things of the land;
20
but if you resist and rebel,
you will be devoured by the sword.”
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
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Day 3

25

Isaiah 40:11-31
The prophets proclaimed truths concerning
who God is

“To whom will you compare me?
Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.
26
Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens:
Who created all these?
He who brings out the starry host one by one
and calls forth each of them by name.
Because of his great power and mighty strength,
not one of them is missing.
27
Why do you complain, Jacob?
Why do you say, Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD;
my cause is disregarded by my God”?
28
Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
and his understanding no one can fathom.
29
He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.
30
Even youths grow tired and weary,
and young men stumble and fall;
31
but those who hope in the LORD
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.

11

He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young.
12
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,
or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens?
Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket,
or weighed the mountains on the scales
and the hills in a balance?
13
Who can fathom the Spirit of the LORD,
or instruct the LORD as his counselor?
14
Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him,
and who taught him the right way?
Who was it that taught him knowledge,
or showed him the path of understanding?
15
Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket;
they are regarded as dust on the scales;
he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.
16
Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires,
nor its animals enough for burnt offerings.
17
Before him all the nations are as nothing;
they are regarded by him as worthless
and less than nothing.
18
With whom, then, will you compare God?
To what image will you liken him?
19
As for an idol, a metalworker casts it,
and a goldsmith overlays it with gold
and fashions silver chains for it.
20
A person too poor to present such an offering
selects wood that will not rot;
they look for a skilled worker
to set up an idol that will not topple.
21
Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood since the earth was founded?
22
He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth,
and its people are like grasshoppers.
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy,
and spreads them out like a tent to live in.
23
He brings princes to naught
and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.
24
No sooner are they planted,
no sooner are they sown,
no sooner do they take root in the ground,
than he blows on them and they wither,
and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.
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Day 4 BS Isaiah 52:13–53:12.
The prophets proclaimed the coming of the
Messiah.
13

See, my servant will act wisely;
he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
14
Just as there were many who were appalled at him—
his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any
human being
and his form marred beyond human likeness—
15
so he will sprinkle many nations,
and kings will shut their mouths because of him.
For what they were not told, they will see,
and what they have not heard, they will understand.
1
Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2
He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3
He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

2

Quiet time - NIV - 13

4

Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
5
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7
He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8
By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.
9
He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him
to suffer,
and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
11
After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
12
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
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Day 5

Isaiah 55:1-13
The prophets proclaimed that the Messiah
would call the nations.

1

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters;
and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without cost.
2
Why spend money on what is not bread,
and your labor on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
and you will delight in the richest of fare.
3
Give ear and come to me;
listen, that you may live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
my faithful love promised to David.
4
See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,
a ruler and commander of the peoples.
5
Surely you will summon nations you know not,
and nations you do not know will come running to you,
because of the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel,
for he has endowed you with splendor.”
6
Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call on him while he is near.
7
Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the unrighteous their thoughts.
Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on
them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
8
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.
9
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10
As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
11
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
12
You will go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hills
will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field
will clap their hands.
13
Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper,
and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.
This will be for the LORD’s renown,
for an everlasting sign,
that will endure forever.”
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Day 6

Jeremiah 23:1-6
The prophets preached against the false
shepherds (leaders)

Day 7

1

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering
the sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore
this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the
shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have
scattered my flock and driven them away and have not
bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you
for the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 3 “I
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
countries where I have driven them and will bring them
back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and
increase in number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who
will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or
terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD.
5
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
and do what is just and right in the land.
6
In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:
The LORD Our Righteous Savior.

© 2000–2011 www.deltacourse.org

Jeremiah 23:16-32
The prophets preached against the false
prophets

16

This is what the LORD Almighty says:
“Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to
you;
they fill you with false hopes.
They speak visions from their own minds,
not from the mouth of the LORD.
17
They keep saying to those who despise me,
‘The LORD says: You will have peace.’
And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts
they say, ‘No harm will come to you.’
18
But which of them has stood in the council of the
LORD to see or to hear his word?
Who has listened and heard his word?
19
See, the storm of the LORD will burst out in wrath,
a whirlwind swirling down on the heads of the wicked.
20
The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his heart.
In days to come you will understand it clearly.
21
I did not send these prophets,
yet they have run with their message;
I did not speak to them,
yet they have prophesied.
22
But if they had stood in my council,
they would have proclaimed my words to my people
and would have turned them from their evil ways
and from their evil deeds.
23
“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the LORD,
“and not a God far away?
24
Who can hide in secret places
so that I cannot see them?” declares the LORD.
“Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the LORD.
25
“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies
in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’
26
How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying
prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds?
27
They think the dreams they tell one another will make
my people forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot
my name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who
has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has
my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with
grain?” declares the LORD. 29 “Is not my word like fire,”
declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock
in pieces?
30
“Therefore,” declares the LORD, “I am against the
prophets who steal from one another words supposedly
from me. 31 Yes,” declares the LORD, “I am against the
prophets who wag their own tongues and yet declare, ‘The
LORD declares.’ 32 Indeed, I am against those who
prophesy false dreams,” declares the LORD. “They tell
them and lead my people astray with their reckless lies, yet
I did not send or appoint them. They do not benefit these
people in the least,” declares the LORD.
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Day 8

17

Ezekiel 18:1-32
The prophets called people to repentance

He withholds his hand from mistreating the poor
and takes no interest or profit from them.
He keeps my laws and follows my decrees.
He will not die for his father’s sin; he will surely live.
18
But his father will die for his own sin, because he
practiced extortion, robbed his brother and did what was
wrong among his people.
19
“Yet you ask, ‘Why does the son not share the guilt of
his father?’ Since the son has done what is just and right
and has been careful to keep all my decrees, he will surely
live. 20 The one who sins is the one who will die. The child
will not share the guilt of the parent, nor will the parent
share the guilt of the child. The righteousness of the
righteous will be credited to them, and the wickedness of
the wicked will be charged against them.
21
“But if a wicked person turns away from all the sins they
have committed and keeps all my decrees and does what is
just and right, that person will surely live; they will not
die. 22 None of the offenses they have committed will be
remembered against them. Because of the righteous things
they have done, they will live. 23 Do I take any pleasure in
the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD.
Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways
and live?
24
“But if a righteous person turns from their righteousness
and commits sin and does the same detestable things the
wicked person does, will they live? None of the righteous
things that person has done will be remembered. Because
of the unfaithfulness they are guilty of and because of the
sins they have committed, they will die.
25
“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear,
you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that
are unjust? 26 If a righteous person turns from their
righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because
of the sin they have committed they will die. 27 But if a
wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have
committed and does what is just and right, they will save
their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they
have committed and turn away from them, that person
will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say,
‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust,
people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?
30
“Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you
according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign
LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then
sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the
offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a
new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 32 For I take
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign
LORD. Repent and live!

1

The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you
people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of
Israel:
“‘The parents eat sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’?
3
“As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you
will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4 For everyone
belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike
belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.
5
“Suppose there is a righteous man
who does what is just and right.
6
He does not eat at the mountain shrines
or look to the idols of Israel.
He does not defile his neighbor’s wife
or have sexual relations with a woman during her period.
7
He does not oppress anyone,
but returns what he took in pledge for a loan.
He does not commit robbery
but gives his food to the hungry
and provides clothing for the naked.
8
He does not lend to them at interest
or take a profit from them.
He withholds his hand from doing wrong
and judges fairly between two parties.
9
He follows my decrees
and faithfully keeps my laws.
That man is righteous;
he will surely live,
declares the Sovereign LORD.
10
“Suppose he has a violent son, who sheds blood or does
any of these other things 11 (though the father has done
none of them):
“He eats at the mountain shrines.
He defiles his neighbor’s wife.
12
He oppresses the poor and needy.
He commits robbery.
He does not return what he took in pledge.
He looks to the idols.
He does detestable things.
13
He lends at interest and takes a profit.
Will such a man live? He will not! Because he has done all
these detestable things, he is to be put to death; his blood
will be on his own head.
14
“But suppose this son has a son who sees all the sins his
father commits, and though he sees them, he does not do
such things:
15
“He does not eat at the mountain shrines
or look to the idols of Israel.
He does not defile his neighbor’s wife.
16
He does not oppress anyone
or require a pledge for a loan.
He does not commit robbery
but gives his food to the hungry
and provides clothing for the naked.
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Day 9

Ezekiel 33:1-11
The prophets warned the people as God’s
watchmen

wasting away because of them. How then can we live?”’
11
Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign
LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn
from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?’

The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, speak
to your people and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword
against a land, and the people of the land choose one of
their men and make him their watchman, 3 and he sees the
sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to
warn the people, 4 then if anyone hears the trumpet but
does not heed the warning and the sword comes and takes
their life, their blood will be on their own head. 5 Since
they heard the sound of the trumpet but did not heed the
warning, their blood will be on their own head. If they
had heeded the warning, they would have saved
themselves. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming
and does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the
sword comes and takes someone’s life, that person’s life
will be taken because of their sin, but I will hold the
watchman accountable for their blood.’
7
“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the
people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them
warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You
wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak
out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person
will die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for
their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to
turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die
for their sin, though you yourself will be saved.
10
“Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are
saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us down, and we are
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Day 10 Ezekiel 36:22-28
The prophets prophesied what would happen
in the New Testament
22

“Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, people of
Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake
of my holy name, which you have profaned among the
nations where you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of
my great name, which has been profaned among the
nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then
the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the
Sovereign LORD, when I am proved holy through you
before their eyes.
24
“‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you
from all the countries and bring you back into your own
land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be
clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from
all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in
you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to
keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your
ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God.

6

Quiet time - NIV - 13

