Giving

A discipleship training to equip
Christians for works of service,
so that the Body of Christ may
be built up (Ephesians 4:11-16)

46

Theme: Biblical reasons to give
Day 1

they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on
their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege
of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they
exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of
all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6 So
we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to
bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.
7
But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we
have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace
of giving.
8
I am not commanding you, but I want to test the
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness
of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you through his poverty might
become rich.

Matthew 6:1-4,19-21
Give inconspicuously, but where it counts

1

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of
others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no
reward from your Father in heaven.
2
“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on
the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to
the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward
you.
19
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break
in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Day 2

Day 4 BS 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
The New Testament way of giving is without
compulsion

Matthew 10:8; 25:35-40
Give to insignificant brothers

6

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every
good work. 9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”
10
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of seed and
will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will
be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.
12
This service that you perform is not only supplying the
needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many
expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by
which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God
for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the
gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with
them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for
you their hearts will go out to you, because of the
surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God
for his indescribable gift!

8

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely
give.
35
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was
in prison and you came to visit me.’
37
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?
39
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit
you?’
40
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’
Day 3

2 Corinthians 8:1-9
The New Testament way of giving is not a
fixed amount, but according to ability

1

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know
about the grace that God has given the Macedonian
churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in
rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as
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1

Quiet time - NIV - 46

Day 5

Luke 12:41-48
Give at the right time to people God entrusted
to you what they really need in spiritual and
material respect

Day 7
17

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD,
and he will reward them for what they have done.
13
Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor
will also cry out and not be answered.
42
Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away
from the one who wants to borrow from you.
6
“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your
pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under
their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

41

Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or
to everyone?”
42
The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise
manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants
to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It
will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing
so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put him in
charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant
says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in
coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other servants,
both men and women, and to eat and drink and get
drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on a day
when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not
aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place
with the unbelievers.
47
“The servant who knows the master’s will and does not
get ready or does not do what the master wants will be
beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does not
know and does things deserving punishment will be
beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given
much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.
Day 6

Day 8

1 John 3:16-22
Give, because giving is loving with deeds
instead of words

16

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives
for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no
pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?
18
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.
19
This is how we know that we belong to the truth and
how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our
hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our
hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we
keep his commands and do what pleases him.

Luke 16:1-9
Use what you have to make friends for
eternity

1

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose
manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 So he
called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about
you? Give an account of your management, because you
cannot be manager any longer.’
3
“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My
master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to
dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so
that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me
into their houses.’
5
“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
6
“‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly,
and make it four hundred and fifty.’
7
“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you
owe?’
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8
“The master commended the dishonest manager because
he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are
more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the
people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain
friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be
welcomed into eternal dwellings.
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Proverbs 19:17; 21:13; Matthew 5:42; 7:6
Give to the poor, but not to ‘the dogs’

Day 9

1 Corinthians 16:1-3
Give by weekly laying something aside

1

Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what
I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of
every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of
money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that
when I come no collections will have to be made. 3 Then,
when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men
you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.
Day 10 Acts 20:32-35
Give by working hard
32

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his
grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted
anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know
that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and
the needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I
showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help
the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself
said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

2
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